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Abstract:

This study examines the positions of Yemeni political parties toward the course of the political
settlement during the period from 2011 to 2014, beginning with the Gulf Initiative, passing through
the National Dialogue Conference, and ending with the Peace and National Partnership Agreement.
The research aims to analyze the extent to which these positions contributed to either the success or
obstruction of the political process. The study adopts a descriptive and analytical approach to trace the
orientations of the parties, their roles in managing the transitional phase, and to reveal the nature of the
interaction between national considerations and partisan or factional interests. The findings indicate
that the divergence of party positions and their limited capacity to achieve a comprehensive national
consensus—along with regional influences and the overlapping of partisan calculations—negatively
affected the course of the settlement and undermined the prospects for a peaceful political transition.
Moreover, the results show that the absence of a shared vision among the political parties facilitated
the emergence of the Ansar Allah movement as a non-traditional actor that altered the balance of
power. The study concludes that restoring the value of political party work as a cornerstone of the
democratic process requires reforming party structures and strengthening their national independence,
in order to enable them to regain public trust and effectively contribute to resolving the political crisis.
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